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AND TO CORNWALL 

by Franc es Healy 

This note s ummariz e s the results of an elamInation of 
lIthic mater!al rec overed more than forty years ago by the late 
C. K. Croft Andrew during the salvage excavatIon of barrows on 
Dav i dstow Hoor (part of Bodmin Hoor) in north - east Cornwall . A 
full report will accompany Patricia Christie ' s account of the 
excavation. 

Nei t her f lint nor chert occurs naturally on BOdmin Hoo r, so 
that the 370 artefacts in both material s must have been imported , 
whether a s fini shed objects or as raw material . Predominantly 
later tleolithic collection::! fr om two adjacent barrow s (sIte, 
16/23 and 22) included battered and r ou nded pebbl e flint, most of 
it pale - coloured , and a small quantity of Gr eensand chert , both 
of which would have been availabl e in local beach deposits , a 
few km away . They also, however , i ncluded non- beach flint, 
characterized by thin, brown, r elatively unabraded cortex, 
sometimes retaining marked s urface irr eg ularities, and a fe w 
pieces of Port land che rt. The nea rest sour ce of !D ~ chalk 
flint i s Beer Head , Devon , some " 0 km to the east , which became 
a major quarry site in the earli er Neollthlc (Care 1982 , 277) . 
Secondary sources , like the Devon head and gravel depOSits n ote~ 
by Wainwright and Sm i th (1980 ,1 011 , 106) are close r. The Isle of 
Portland lies 150 km to the east, although Portland chert may 
have been obtained a s beach pebbles from the south Co rn ish coast , 
35 km away. Both materials must have been .transported some 
di s tance even if Obtained fro m sec ondary sources .• 

The two che r ts together make up less than five per cen t of 
the total; a f ew unretouche d flakes and blades in addition to 
finished implements suggest that both may have been wo r ked on the 
moor. Slightly mo re than half of the cor tical flake s fr om the two 
site s are of non- beach flint . This figure unde r states the 
frequency of th e material , si nce th e r elatively large s ize and 
dark colour of many non- cortical flakes make them unlikely to 
have be e n struck from small beach pebble cores. Both beach an d 
non - beach flint were brought to the moor in an unworked or semi­
worked .!!tat e a nd knapped the re, on the evidence of cores , 
irregular waste, and unretouched flakes . Un retouched flake s and 
fi nIshed i mplement::! are mo re frequ e nt among non - be ach than among 
beach flint, prObably a reflection of large r co re size and higher 
quality , perhap s al so a reflecti on of th e import of blank.!! and 
finished implements In addition to nodul es andlor cor es . 

The acquisition of non - beach flint and Portland chert by 
occupants of Davidst ow Hoo r at th e tu r n of th e third and ::!econd 
millennia bc r e fl ects the per s i s ten ce of networks e ::!tabl i shed 
hund r eds of years before . WhIttle' s map (1977 , fI8 . 9) of earlier 
Neolithic s ites In the sou th-west of Engl a nd on Which ' Beer ' 
flInt has been found show.!! that by the early third millennium bc 
non - local flint was widely.di::!tributed in the penninsula . Green ' s 
di st ri bution map (1980 , fig. 25) of Portland che rt arrowhead.!! , 
i ncluding the leaf- shaped forms of the ea rli er Neollthic , 
presents a Similar picture . Th is 1s seen mo s t clearly at the 
Earlier Neolithic enclo"ure of Carn Brea, Ill083n , where a few 
implement", e"pecl ally arrowheads , of Portland chert were 
presen t , and wbe r e approximat ely s ix ty - two per cent by weight of 
cortical cores and core fragme nt s were of non_beac h fli nt 
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(Saville '981 , 107-1 0a) . Applied to the total weight of struck 
flint excavated from the eastern summit enclosu r e , this figure 
gives a minimum of 17. 85 kg of imported flint . If , as Mercer 
suggests (1981, 62) , the excavated areas accounted for some 
twenty_five per cent of the enc losure 's artefact population, then 
at least 7 '. ~ kg of imported flint would have been discarded 
there . The re is also the possibil ity that some of the flint 
brought to Ca r n Brea , by any standards a major cen tr e , may have 
been removed elsewhere , raisin g yet higher the total imported to 
the site . . 

The means of obtaining non - local flint seem to have broken 
down in the peninsula by the later second millennium bc, on the 
evidence of the Bronze Age industri.es from Carngoon Bank , Lizard, 
and Stannon Down, St. Breward , both of which we re made on mainly 
beach pebble flint (Smith 1980,52- 53; Me r ce r 1970 , 31) . The 
westward transpo rt of flint may, like the reciprocal eastwa r d 
transport of Cornish stone implements , have lasted to the mid ­
second m1l1ennium be (Smith , 1979 , 111) , by which time the 
importance of both materials was waning. 

Cornwall contributes to a g r owing volume of evidence , 
including that presented by Savl1le (1982) and by both Grinsell 
and Henson (this volume) that flint was transported between 
regions as nodules and/or cores as well as in the form of 
finiShed implements . It was also transported as blanks or 
preforms , as shown by two ' hoards ' of large , unretouched flakes 
found in the peat of the Somerset Levels (Coles II il.l. . 1970 , '115; 
Coles and Orme 1978 , 118) . Young (19811) shows that sources 1n the 
north could inclUde su r face depOSits as well as readily _ 
iden tified min es and quarries . Care ( 1982) has begun to outline 
the scale and complexity of procu r ement patterns in the SOuth­
west . The broad picture can be filled - ou t by further macroscopic 
studies . 

Detail could be filled _in if flint analysis and petrological 
identification we r e to progress from the attribution of 
arbitrarily_chosen artefact types to fortuitously_known min e and 
quarry sites . The cha racte r ization of sou rces would be more 
meaningful if accompanied by the kind of gr ou ndwo r k which has 
begu n at Great Langdale, so that , at the very least , their varie t y 
and location within a given r egion were established by systematic 
survey, and thei r use elucidated by technological analysis . This 
done , the destination , use , and nature of their products might 
be clarified by the sourcing of samples drawn from enti re 
strati f ied assembla ges, without pre judice as t o location or 
artefact type . The fi r st three articles in this issue are a 
heartening recogni tion that the study of raw mate r ial sourc e s is 
an in tegral part of the main text of prehi s tory , not a a 
specialist appendi x to it . 
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