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Sinee 1979. the Mu .. um ot London'e Department of Gnater London Arch­
~logy baG been 1IIOn! tori.n4J the progress of a projected 45-acre gra.vel­
extraction on the eut side of the vlll. ot Sipaon in the LondoD 
l!oroU&h of R1l11n6dOD. Centred at 'l'Q. 07a7a3. the eite 11 .. on the 
third or 'Taplow ' terrac. of the river Thamee a m.1le or so to the south 
ot the tlllllOUlI west London gravel pit' at Weat Drayton and Yieweley. and 
ia one ot several currently be1n& dealt with by the Museum. . 

The wott , jointly tunded by the Greater London Council , the Hilltoric 
Buildinga and Monuments COlIIIIisll1on tor England (fo:tlllerly the DOE). and 
the Mu.seum. ot London, ha.8 nvealed a series of later pr9h1.torio. 
Ro=o-Br1tbh, and Saxon featuns cuttq into the surface of the nat­
ural subsoll, an undulatinc lay8l' or loesaic ' brickearth ' var:rins" be­
tween 3 and 10 ft. {.£.1 - 3 m) in thickneas, which mantles the terrace 
gravelll in this area. The hand.axe which forme the wbject of this 
ebort note was not recovered £J:om IIlI¥ of the .. post-glacial featuree, 
bowever, but trom close to the bue of the underl Y1n& brick-earth de­
posit 4ur1n& its subeequent removal by towed box- ecrapers. Cul.'1Ior,y 
1n.epection ot the latter operation - both prior to and tollowi.n4J the 
discovery - II1.\&Pste that i t must be considered as an ieolated find. 

The handare vu 1n.1tially revealed in the sid. of a turrow out 
('ripped') to counteract oompa.ction of the; bual brickearth by the 
heavy machinery at .£.TQ 07757.945 . It 1"1 in a borbontal poeition 
5 ' 3" (1 . 60 Ill.) 'Jelow the mode= ground lIUrlaca • . 3' a" (1.10 Ill) into 
the brickearth, and lIome 4" ( 100 II1II) above the surfaca ot the terrace 
enval, whieh 18 situated. at a6' }ft, (26. }:1 m) O.D. Follovin& i ts 
diacova:r,y. the oompa,ny k1n4ly suapended won: on the neareet compl.ate 
brickearth face, 10 ft . {.£.3 m} to the north, allow1n& a . ection or it 
to be oleaned down, drawD, &Dd photographed (Pig. 1). The depth at 
whioh the handare wa.a found. in tha adjacent cut pem1tted its relative 
poeition to be projeota4 onto thie seotion with soma degree of accu­
racy; this e:nrciee confi:m.ed ita cloee relationahip with a thin lens 

Pig.1 (on fac1n&" JlIIC'I). 
BB::ORDBD smrION, SHC1IIDIG '!'BE BEIJ.'l'lVE POSrllQi OF THE H.ABDA.Il!l. 
Xey to l"1en 
1 Topaoll (nlllOved by maehine). 
:1 Pill ot l ata lron Age/earJ.y RoIllanO-Britieh ditch (running F/W along 

the aect1on.). 
}-6 Banded briokearth depoait . 
7 Pale ~n!ah-gnr,. briokearth conta.1.ning eparse :pebble. and oar­

bonate oonontiona ( ' loeas dolls ' : Catt 197a, 13). 
a Fine-ma4ium orange/yellow terrooe gravel. 
9 I.eD.II of CO&rBe, TUIIt-coloured aand. 
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118.2. ':Bout coup.' haIldaxe from Sipaon (lII04lJ:n tlak .... removab 
W"lshaded) • 

ot pal. p-eeniab-grey, apparently calcareous, b:dokearlh (:r!&. 1, La,y8l' 
7). which direotly overl8¥ the ,ra.vel at tb111 pOint. TM section wae 
lubaequently sampled by Dr Rieba:rd Macphail. of the Institute ct Archae­
ology, 1Jn1vers1ty ot London. 

With aurv1vinS measurements ot 3" x 2!" (76 x 61 IIJII), the bimda.xe 
itself 18 a :Un. uampla ot a emall. flat-butted cordate (Wymer" Type 
III 1968, 59) or 'bout coupe", with neat b1!a.eial f'l1lk1zlB. even (it 
somewhat weathered) ~" Md a sUm, Bl1&htly- twlBted profUe. 'l'he 
face ly1ng uppel'mOet in the brlckearth (:rig. 21) hae a luat1'QUlI lInOwy­
white patina, and Ma b .. n SIlbjeQted to a tair amount or weathllr~, 
resultq in the 'pocJdnc' of the hi&her point.. The oth8l' race (Fig. 
2lI). protected from such poat-d.epoaltlonal wear and tau, has a mottled 
bluay- wbite pat1Ila with no trace of packing, and is altogether !ruher 
iD appearance. Several modem nake 1'8111)v11& troll) tbe tip and along 
one edgI ot thie face - perhape due to tM p88sa&" ot heavy mach1naq' 
or tb. ripping or the turroy - rev.al the colour or thtl uopatlnahd 
flint to have b.en a mottled, emokey rrey-brovn. 

The reoo"er;r or thie .pparentlJ' IItrati.!ied. haDdalr;. cardell Yith it a 
:lumber or implioations r or the lese yell-recorded 1I)iIoterial !'Tom the 
brickea.rtbs f'urther to the north, and -.1so ror the dat1D& of' the 
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depoaition or the brickearth deposit itself' ( s ee V~r 1968 255-8 
Bo. 1981 , 215-6 tor detail. and nterenc .. ) ID. i ul' and. 
po .. ible to relate the new tind to the ' blu1ah-..m~ c ~,it may be 
i~te recovered trom the brickearth at D3.yley a."ld V:et B~~O~f'b;r;'" 
e~ ~: ~ Oth, 'ra. Thee. have been dlllcribed aa belO~lnc to ; the 

e ua erian ot Acheulian Tradition (HAT) or Pax1;o;) 8 ' 
by Colline (1918, 45) and theT include sevual ' b!)ut cou-.l, handa:r;ta.p 
and Levalloia-type fiak8ll. ..... ea 
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